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	[bookmark: _Hlk92197717]KEY IDEAS AND DETAILS (47% of test)

	RE.ABE.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	9-10.RL.1 (Low): 
9-10.RI.1 (High)
Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text. 
 
	Unit 1 – Lesson 1: 
Use Evidence to Support Analysis of Literary and Informative Text
Pg.18-26
	Unit 1 – Strategy 1: 
Use Evidence to Support Analysis of Literary and Informative Text
Pg.4-11
	Unit 2 – Lesson 7: 
Make inferences and Use Text Evidence
Pg.20-21

Unit 3 – Lesson 17: 
Make inferences and Use Text Evidence
Pg.52-53

	Unit 2 – Practice 7: 
Make inferences and Use Text Evidence
Pg.30-33

Unit 3 – Strategy 17: 
Make inferences and Use Text Evidence
Pg.74-77

	Online Lessons:
· Making Inferences
· Inferences about Main Ideas
· Evidence for Inferences
· Inferences Test-Out Quiz
· Inferences Unit Quiz

	




	RE.ABE.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text.

	9-10.RH.1 (Medium) Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and secondary sources.
9-10.RST.1 (Low) Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of science and technical texts.  

	Unit 1 – Lesson 2: 
Use Evidence to Support Analysis of Historical, Science, and technical Texts
Pg.27-36

	Unit 1 – Strategy 2: 
Use Evidence to Support Analysis of Historical, Science, and Technical Texts
Pg.12-17
	Unit 2 – Lesson 5: 
Identify Key Details
Pg.14-15

Unit 2 – Lesson 16: 
Analyze Primary and Secondary Sources
Pg.42-45

	Unit 2 – Practice 5: 
Identify Key Details
Pg.22-25

Unit 2 – Practice 16: 
Analyze Primary and Secondary Sources
Pg.66-69

	Online Lessons:
· Analyzing Primary and Secondary Sources
· Analyzing Science and Technical Texts
· Analysis and Synthesis Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Synthesis Unit Quiz

	

	RE.ABE. 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.
	9-10.RL.2 (Medium): Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.
	Unit 1 – Lesson 3: 
Identify Theme and Summarize Texts
Pg.37-45

	Unit 1 – Strategy 3: 
Identify Theme and Summarize Texts
Pg.18-21
	Unit 3 – Lesson 19: 
Determine Theme and Summarize
Pg.58-61

	Unit 3 – Practice 19: 
Determine Theme and Summarize
Pg.82-85

	Online Lessons:
· Analyzing a Central Idea
· The Development of a Theme
· The Development of a Text Test-Out Quiz
· The Development of a Text Unit Quiz

	


	RE.ABE. 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. 
	9-10.RI.2 (High): Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective summary of the text.

	Unit 1 – Lesson 4: 
Identify a Central Idea and Summarize Texts
Pg.46-53

	Unit 1 – Strategy 4: 
Identify a Central Idea and Summarize Texts
Pg.22-25
	Unit 2 – Lesson 4: 
Determine Main Idea
Pg.12-13

Unit 2 – Lesson 6: 
Summarize
Pg.16-19

	Unit 2 – Practice 4: 
Determine Main Idea
Pg.18-21

Unit 2 – Practice 6: 
Summarize
Pg.26-29

	Online Lessons:
· Same as above
	





	RE.ABE. 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas.

	11-12.RST.2 (Low) Determine the central ideas or conclusions of a text; Summarize complex concepts, processes, or information presented in a text by paraphrasing them in simpler but still accurate terms.

	Unit 1 – Lesson 5: 
Identify Central Ideas and Summarize Science and Technical Texts
Pg.54-62

	Unit 1 – Strategy 5: 
Identify Central Ideas and Summarize Science and Technical Texts
Pg.26-29
	Unit 2 – Lesson 4: 
Determine Main Idea
Pg12-13.

Unit 2 – Lesson 6: 
Summarize

(Same as Previous Lesson)

	Unit 2 – Practice 4: 
Determine Main Idea
Pg.18-21

Unit 2 – Practice 6: 
Summarize
Pg.26-29

(Same as Previous Lesson)

	Online Lessons:
· Making Inferences
· Inferences about Main Ideas
· Inferences Test-Out Quiz
· Inferences Unit Quiz
· Analyzing a Central Idea
· The Development of a Theme
· The Development of a Text Test-Out Quiz
· The Development of a Text Unit Quiz

	

	RE.ABE.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text
	11-12.RI.3 (Medium) Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories). 

	Unit 1 – Lesson 6: 
Make Connections in Texts
Pg.63-70

	Unit 1 – Strategy 6: 
Make Connections in Texts
Pg.30-33
	Unit 2 – Lesson 12: 
Analyze Interaction of Ideas and Events
Pg.32-33


	Unit 2 – Practice 12: 
Analyze Interaction of Ideas and Events
Pg.50-53

	Online Lessons:
· Analyzing Events and Ideas
· Analysis and Application Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Application Unit Quiz
· Relationships in Text
· The Development of Events

	

	RE.ABE.5:  Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.     

	9-10.RH.3 (Medium) Analyze in detail a series of events described in a text; determine whether earlier events caused later ones or simply preceded them.
	Unit 1 – Lesson 7: 
Analyze Events in Historical Texts
Pg.71-78

	Unit 1 – Strategy 7: 
Analyze Events in Historical Texts
Pg.34-37
	Unit 2 – Lesson 12: 
Analyze Interaction of Ideas and Events
(Same as Previous Lesson)

	Unit 2 – Practice 12: 
Analyze Interaction of Ideas and Events
(Same as Previous Lesson)

	Online Lessons:
· Previously Covered
	

	RE.ABE.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text.
	9-10.RST.3 (Medium) Follow precisely a multistep procedure when carrying out experiments, taking measurements, or performing technical tasks.

	Unit 1 – Lesson 8: 
Follow Multi-Step Procedures
Pg.79-88

	Unit 1 – Strategy 8: 
Follow Multi-Step Procedures
Pg.38-41
	Unit 2 – Lesson 15: 
Identify Steps in a Procedure
Pg.40-41

	Unit 2 – Practice 15: 
Identify Steps in a Procedure
Pg.62-65

	Online Lessons:
· Following a Procedure
· The Development of a Text Test-Out Quiz
· The Development of a Text Unit Quiz

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk97559868]CRAFT AND STRUCTURE (42% OF TEST)

	RE.ABE.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone.
	9-10.RL.4 (Low) 
9-10.RI.4 (High)
Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of a specific word choice on meaning and tone.


	Unit 2 – Lesson 1: 
Define Words and Phrases
Pg.96-103

	Unit 2 – Strategy 9: 
Define Words and Phrases
Pg.52-57
	Unit 1 – Lesson 1: 
Determine Word Meaning
Pg.2-3

Unit 1 – Lesson 2: 
Understand Figurative Language
Pg.4-5

Unit 1 – Lesson 3: 
Understand Connotation
Pg.6-7


	Unit 1 – Practice 1: 
Determine Word Meaning
Pg.2-5

Unit 1 – Practice 2: 
Understand Figurative Language
Pg.6-9

Unit 1 – Practice 3: 
Understand Connotation
Pg.10-13


	Online Lessons:
· Determining Word Meanings
· Analyzing Point of View
· Comparing Authors’ Positions
· Author’s Perspective Test-Out Quiz
· Author’s Perspective Unit Quiz

	



	

	RE.ABE.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone
	9-10.RST.4 (Medium) Determine the meaning of symbols, key terms, and other domain specific words and phrases as they are used in a specific scientific or technical context relevant to grades 9-10 texts and topics.

	Unit 2 – Lesson 2: 
Define Science and Technical Words and Phrases
Pg.104-112

	Unit 2 – Strategy 10: 
Define Science and Technical Words and Phrases
Pg.58-62
	Unit 2 – Lesson 5: 
Identify Key Details
Pg.14-15

Unit 2 – Lesson 15: 
Identify Steps in a Procedure
Pg.40-41

	Unit 2 – Practice 5: 
Identify Key Details
Pg.22-25

Unit 2 – Practice 15: 
Identify Steps in a Procedure
Pg.62-65

	Online Lessons:
· Word Structure: Prefixes
· Word Structure: Roots
· Word Structure: Suffixes
· Intermediate Vocabulary Test-Out Quiz
· Intermediate Vocabulary Unit Quiz
· Complex Word Context
· Advanced Affixes and Roots
· Using Reference Materials
· Advanced Vocabulary Test-Out Quiz
· Advanced Vocabulary Unit
Quiz

	


	


	RE.ABE.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.

	9-10.RI.5 (High)
11-12.RI.5 (Medium)  
Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging.

	Unit 2 – Lesson 3: 
Analyze Sections and Structure of Informational Texts
Pg.113-122

	Unit 2 – Strategy 11: 
Analyze Sections or Chapters of Informational Texts
Pg.63-67

Unit 2 – Strategy 12: 
Analyze Structures of Informational Texts
Pg.68-74

	Unit 2 – Lesson 8: 
Analyze Texts Structure of Historical Texts
Pg.22-23

Unit 2 – Lesson 9: 
Analyze Texts Structure of Scientific or Technical Texts
Pg.24-25

Unit 2 – Lesson 13: 
Analyze Author’s Arguments and Claims
Pg.34-37


	Unit 2 – Practice 8: 
Analyze Texts Structure of Historical Texts
Pg.34-37

Unit 2 – Practice 9: 
Analyze Texts Structure of Scientific or Technical Texts
Pg.38-41

Unit 2 – Practice 13: 
Analyze Author’s Arguments and Claims
Pg.54-57

	Online Lessons:
· Evaluating Arguments
· Arguments Test-Out Quiz
· Arguments Unit Quiz
· Checking Reasoning and Support
· Figurative Language
· The Impact of a Word
· Gaining Meaning from Words Test-Out Quiz
· Gaining Meaning from Words Unit Quiz
· Analyzing Point of View
· Rhetorical Techniques in Arguments
· Comparing Authors’ Positions
· Author’s Perspective Test-Out Quiz
· Author’s Perspective Unit Quiz
· The Development of a Claim
· The Development of a Text Test-Out Quiz
· The Development of a Text Unit Quiz
· Structure and Meaning
· Analysis and Application Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Application Unit Quiz
· Analyzing the Structure of a Text
· The Structure of an Argument

	






		

	RE.ABE.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
	11-12.RL.6 (Low)
9-10.RL.6 (Low) Analyze a particular point of view or cultural experience reflected in a work of literature from outside the United States, drawing on a wide reading of world literature. 

	Unit 2 – Lesson 4: 
Determine Point of View in Literary Texts
Pg.123-131

	Unit 2 – Strategy 13: 
Analyze Point of View in Literary Texts
Pg.75-79

	Unit 3 – Lesson 18: 
Analyze Point of View
Pg.54-57

	Unit 3 – Practice 18: 
Analyze Point of View
Pg.78-81

	Online Lessons:
· Author’s Purpose and Point of View

	


	RE.ABE.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text.
	9-10.RI.6 (High) Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author uses rhetoric to advance that point of view or purpose
9-10.RH.6 (Low) Compare the point of view of two or more authors for how they treat the same or similar topics.

	Unit 2 – Lesson 5: 
Determine Point of View and Purpose in Historical and Informational Texts
Pg.132-141

	Unit 2 – Strategy 14: 
Determine Point of View and Purpose of Historical Texts
Pg.80-84

	Unit 2 – Lesson 10: 
Analyze Author’s Purpose
Pg.26-29

Unit 2 – Lesson 11: 
Analyze Author’s Point of View
Pg.30-31

Unit 2 – Lesson 16: 
Analyze Primary and Secondary Sources
Pg.42-45

	Unit 2 – Practice 10: 
Analyze Author’s Purpose
Pg.42-45

Unit 2 – Practice 11: 
Analyze Author’s Point of View
Pg.46-49

Unit 2 – Practice 16: 
Analyze Primary and Secondary Sources
Pg.66-69

	Online Lessons:
· Analyzing Point of View
· Comparing and Contrasting Accounts
· Analysis and Application Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Application Unit Quiz
· Comparing Similar Topics and Genres
· Comparing Different Genres and Formats
· Comparing Texts Test-Out Quiz
· Comparing Texts Unit Quiz
· Comparing Authors’ Positions
· Author’s Perspective Test-Out Quiz
· Author’s Perspective Unit Quiz

	


	[bookmark: _Hlk97561104]INTEGRATION OF KNOWLEDGE AND IDEAS (11% OF TEST)

	RE.ABE.8:  Delineate and evaluate the argument a specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence.  
	9-10.RI.8 (High) Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound, and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.


	Unit 3 – Lesson 1: 
Evaluate Arguments and Claims
Pg.150-160

	Unit 3 – Strategy 15: 
Evaluate Arguments and Claims
Pg.90-93

	Unit 2 – Lesson 14: 
Evaluate Author’s Arguments and Claims
Pg.38-39

	Unit 2 – Practice 14: 
Evaluate Author’s Arguments and Claims
Pg.58-61

	Online Lessons:
· Fallacies in an Argument
· Evaluating Arguments
· Arguments Test-Out Quiz
· Arguments Unit Quiz
· Evaluating a Claim
· Synthesizing Data and Visual Information
· Analysis and Synthesis Test-Out Quiz
· Analysis and Synthesis Unit Quiz
· Evaluating the Support of an Argument
· The Development of a Text Test-Out Quiz
· The Development of a Text Unit Quiz
	

	EXTRA PRACTICE: Level A:  Reading Comprehension Worksheets:  





	
READING (RE) ANCHOR STANDARDS


	RE.ABE.1: Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE. 2: Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key supporting details and ideas. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.3: Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.4: Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text, including determining technical, connotative, and figurative meanings, and analyze how specific word choices shape meaning or tone. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.5:  Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole.  (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.6: Assess how point of view or purpose shapes the content and style of a text. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.7: Integrate and evaluate content presented in diverse media and formats, including visually and quantitatively, as well as in words. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Reading Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.8:  Delineate and evaluate the argument a specific claims in a text, including the validity of the reasoning as well as the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outline by Reading Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.9: Analyze how two or more texts address similar themes or topics in order to build knowledge or to compare the approaches the authors take. (Apply this standard to texts of appropriate complexity as outlined by Standard 10.)

	RE.ABE.10:  Read and comprehend complex literary and informational text independently and proficiently
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Name: ______________________________ 


Theme Worksheet 4 
 


Directions: Determine what the theme is for each story and explain your answer. Remember, a theme is a 


lesson or message in the story. Write in complete sentences. 
 


1. Derek was doing his homework on his computer one night when he saw an ad banner for a free Gamebox 9000. 


He clicked on the ad with great interest and went to a webpage with details about the offer. It seemed simple enough. 


All he had to do was post some content to his social networking pages and complete a few offers. Derek didn't 


approve of the content that he was required to share, but he really wanted the new Gamebox. So he shared the links 


with all his friends and family. Then Derek began completing the offers. The offers were organized into three tiers. 


According to the website, he had to complete three offers in each tier and then he would get his Gamebox for free. 


So Derek started completing the offers in the first tier. This required him to create accounts on a bunch of websites 


that he had no interest in joining. He completed the first tier in a couple of hours and grew excited about getting a 


free Gamebox 9000. The second tier required Derek to become a member at more websites. It also required him to 


get three of his friends to sign up to the program. Signing up to the websites was pretty easy (though time 


consuming). But getting his friends to participate in the program was much harder. Most of them warned Derek that 


he was falling for a scam. But Derek finally found three younger classmates who agreed to take part. Derek was 


pumped. Unfortunately, the third tier required him to sign up for satellite television service. He also needed to 


change his phone service provider. Then he needed to get approved for several credit cards. Derek finally did what 


he should have done from the beginning and walked away from these offers. 


 


What is the theme of the story? __________________________________________________________ 
 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 
 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 
2. Nicole was hesitant to lend Liz her tea set. Though the tea set was not worth much money, it had been in the 


family for a long time and was pretty much irreplaceable. But Liz was persistent and since they were dear friends, 


Nicole relented and agreed to lend her the tea set. As Nicole had feared, Liz did not handle the tea set with the same 


care as Nicole. Consequently, Liz broke or damaged several of the pieces. When Nicole asked for her tea set, Liz 


stalled, "Uh... I forgot it at my cousin's house. I'll get it later this week. I'm so sorry." Liz figured that she could run 


to the store and replace the missing pieces. When she got around to doing so, Liz was disappointed to find that no 


stores carried the antique tea set. So, Liz purchased a brand new tea set, much more expensive than the old set. She 


then threw out the rest of Nicole's old tea set to hide the evidence of her irresponsibility. When Liz presented Nicole 


with the new tea set, Nicole was extremely disappointed. Liz did not understand why. "Look, Nicole, my cousin lost 


your tea set. I mean, he's still looking for it but it's probably gone, but this tea set is much nicer." When Nicole did 


not accept the new tea set, Liz shook her head in disgust. Liz told herself, "Some people don't appreciate anything." 


 


What is the theme of the story? __________________________________________________________ 
 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 
 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 
3. Chuck wanted to get the new Game Box 9000, but the system cost $400 and he didn't have any money at all. So, 


Chuck did what any motivated youngster would do to earn money: lots and lots of work. He mowed lawns and raked 


leaves. He did extra chores and searched in the couch cushions for change. He collected and returned cans and 


bottles. After about a month of working and scrounging, Chuck earned a little over $200. But still he felt that the 


money was not coming quickly enough. Chuck was discussing his problem with one of his friends on the bus when 


an older kid named Jim overheard him. "Hey, Chucky," Jim said, "my uncle works at the video game store and he 


can get any video game system for half off. I can help you get your Gamebox." Chuck was so excited about getting 







the new Gamebox that he didn't think twice. "Wow, half off? Then I can afford it!" Chuck was ecstatic. He gave Jim 


his money the next day. The following day he hoped to receive the Gamebox, but Jim didn't bring it. "Yeah, I'm not 


going to see him until this weekend," Jim replied. Chuck remembered Jim promising him something else at first. 


Still, Chuck was so happy to get such a great deal that he didn't want to push Jim. "Ok, great. Next week then," said 


Chuck. The week passed by very slowly for Chuck, but it passed. He was so happy to see Jim the next week. He ran 


up to him with a big smile, but Jim didn't look happy. "Did you get it?" Chuck asked. Jim replied woodenly, "Uh, 


yeah, I was going to get it, but I got robbed. So, you're money's gone. I'm sorry." Chuck couldn't believe it: a whole 


month down the drain! The tears ran down his cheeks. 


 


What is the theme of the story? __________________________________________________________ 
 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 
 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 


4. Justin was jealous of his cousin Cassie when she was named valedictorian of her class. "Some people are just born 


smart," he told himself later as he watched TV on the couch. He had not been with Cassie all those times when she 


studied late into the night. Justin was also jealous when his cousin Victor was elected class president. "Some people 


are just more popular than others," Justin told himself as he played video games on the couch. He had not been with 


Victor while he tirelessly campaigned. Justin never noticed that Victor treated everyone he knew with kindness and 


respect. When Justin's cousin Matthew became the varsity quarterback, again Justin was envious. "Some people are 


just more athletic than others," he told himself as he played on his computer. Justin had not been with Matthew while 


he trained morning and night. Justin had never attended the long weekend practices with Matthew. "One day 


something lucky will happen to me too," Justin told himself as he snacked on junk food. 
 


What is the theme of the story? __________________________________________________________ 
 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 
 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


 


5. Grant Grand was a superstar high school athlete from a small town where football was revered. The people of this 


town placed a high value on victories. So, a top performer like Grant was given privileges and exceptions. Grant did 


not have to struggle his way through rigorous courses in high school. He attended special study sessions with 


teammates where they mainly studied football. To the surprise of few, Grant was given a full ride to a reputable 


university based on his athletic prowess. Yet Grant was not prepared for this new experience. He expected the 


university to make special exceptions for him as his high school had. While he did receive quite a few exceptions, it 


was not enough to compensate for how underprepared he was. Despite many good faith interventions by the 


university, Grant failed to get it together. He lost his scholarship and dropped out after his freshman year. 
 


What is the theme of the story? __________________________________________________________ 
 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What happens in the story that leads you to believe this? ______________________________________ 
 


____________________________________________________________________________________ 


 


 
 
 
 
 







ANSWER KEY 
 


1). Suggested Answer: There’s no such thing as a free lunch; if something sounds too good    
                                        to be true, it probably is. 
       
     Answer Explanation: Derek should know better than to believe that some company on     
                                           the internet wants to give him something of great value for free.   
 
 
2).  Suggested Answer: Honesty is the best policy; treat other people’s property with respect;        
                                         money isn’t everything.     
 
      Answer Explanation: Lia damages Nicole’s cherished possessions because she does not        
                                          treat them with respect. Rather than telling Nicole the truth and     
                                          giving her the opportunity to repair or salvage the damaged tea set,  
                                          Lia lies to Nicole and discards her heirlooms, incorrectly believing  
                                          that a more expensive tea set is better. For Nicole, the real value of  
                                          the tea set was the history attached to it not its material worth.     
 
 
3). Suggested Answer: If something seems too good to be true, it probably is; A fool and his  
                                        money are soon parted; Better to take your time and go through the  
                                        proper channels than take a dangerous short cut.      
 
      Answer Explanation: Chuck was well on his way to earning the Gamebox when Jim  
                                           offered him this fantastic deal. Rather than scrutinizing the offer and   
                                           getting advice from other people, Chuck jumped at it.        
                                           Consequently, Jim ripped him off and now he is probably not going  
                                           to get back his money. Some lessons are learned the hard way.    
 
 
4). Suggested Answer: Good things don’t just happen to you unless you make them happen;  
                                        Anything worth achieving requires a lot of hard work.  
    
      Answer Explanation: Justin spends a lot of time and energy being jealous of the  
                                           achievements of his cousins. He does not realize the hard work that  
                                           goes into earning these achievements. He thinks that they are just  
                                           lucky people. Justin hopes that he will earn an honorable  
                                           achievement, but he doesn’t want to work for it. He doesn’t want to   
                                           make good things happen; he just wants good things to happen to him. 
   
 
5). Suggested Answer: You can hurt people if you help them too much.  
    
      Answer Explanation: The exceptions and privileges that Grant received in high school did him a  
                                           disservice. If someone had forced him to work earlier in his life, he   
                                           wouldn’t have been so far behind when he got to college.   
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                       Name: ________________________________ 


Main Idea with Robots ABE Level A 
 


Directions: Read each passage and ask yourself, “What is the author doing in this paragraph?”  


Write your answer in the summary box and then think of an appropriate title for the passage 


based on the main idea of the passage. 
 


1.  What do you get when you cross a robot and an astronaut?  A Robonaut!  Robonauts are robot 


helpers designed to work side-by-side with astronauts.  Work on the first Robonaut began in 


1997, and by 2002 Robonaut B was revealed to the public.  Robonaut B featured interchangeable 


lower bodies, like four-wheel mode or hydraulic legs. Yet scientists and engineers continued to 


improve Robonaut.  In February of 2010, Robonaut 2 was released to the public.  Robonaut 2 


moved four times faster than the first Robonaut.  An advanced version of Robonaut 2 was finally 


tested in outer space in 2011.  Robonaut 2 functioned exactly as designed. 


 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence.  Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 


 


 


 


 


An appropriate title: _____________________________________________________________ 


 


2.  Automation is the use of machines to reduce the need for human labor.  In other words 


automation is when jobs done by people become jobs done by robots.  Automation can be a good 


thing. Clothing, cars, and other manufactured products are available at good prices and in large 


supply because of automation. But automation can also be a bad thing.  Because of automation 


there are over 700,000 robots in America that do jobs once performed by humans.  The way of 


automation may not be best for humanity, but it is the course we are taking. 


 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence.  Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 


 


 


 


 


An appropriate title: _____________________________________________________________ 


 


3.  My grandma may not look very strong, but with the help of hydraulic power, she can stop a 


car with her foot. How does hydraulic power work? First, fluid is rapidly released into a chamber 


through a valve. As the fluid collects, the valve is slammed shut. This causes a pressure spike, 


but since the chamber is sealed, the pressure has nowhere to go. The hydraulic mechanism 


channels the pressure and provides great power. And that’s how, with the help of hydraulics, my 


grandma can stop a speeding car with one foot.    


 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence.  Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 


 


 


 


 


An appropriate title: _____________________________________________________________ 







4.  Many people use the words cyborg and android interchangeably, but these words have 


different meanings. Both refer to beings powered by robotics, but an android is powered entirely 


by machinery. Cyborgs are partly powered by a living organism. They also look different. 


Androids may be completely mechanical, but they are designed to look like humans. They may 


have synthetic skin, hair, and other human-like features. Cyborgs are usually designed in a way 


that accents their robotic modifications. A cyborg's mechanically enhanced eye may cast a red 


light or have a chrome plate surrounding it, for instance. So you see, though the terms cyborg 


and android seem similar, they refer to different things. 


 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence.  Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 
 


 


 
 


An appropriate title: _____________________________________________________________ 


 


5.  It is a widely acknowledged fact that machines are stronger than people. Is it possible for 


them to become smarter than us too? Some scientists fear that it is, or so says the theory of 


technological singularity. In a nutshell, the theory of technological singularity says that there will 


be a moment when a computer can improve its own capabilities. This computer will go into an 


infinite loop, getting progressively smarter. Inevitably this will lead to machines becoming 


smarter than people, or so the theory goes. Such gains in available intelligence might lead to 


huge improvements in science and medicine. Diseases could be cured and such. But it could also 


lead to the total domination or replacement of mankind by robots, which would be bad. If the 


latter were the case, I, for one, would welcome our new computer overlords.   


 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence.  Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 
 


 


 
 


An appropriate title: _____________________________________________________________ 
 


6.  Fellow Members of the Springfield Robotics Club: we have a problem. It has come to my 


attention that the workshop has been left an absolute mess on at least two separate occasions. 


Remember, that this is a shared space, so we must clean up behind ourselves after every meeting.  


It is in the spirit of keeping our club meeting space that we establish this rule: when you take a 


tool off the rack, put it back.  If everyone puts their tools back immediately after using them, 


there will be minimal mess to clean up, and we won't get kicked out of the spot.  So, if you like 


having a meeting place, and being part of our club, put your tools back. 


 


Summarize this paragraph in one sentence.  Be specific and clearly explain the main idea. 
 


 


 
 


An appropriate title: _____________________________________________________________ 
 


 


 
 


 







Answer Key 
 


1). Robonauts have improved over the years.  
 
2). Automation is both good and bad for humanity. 
 
3). This paragraph is about how hydraulics work. 
 
4). This paragraph compares and contrasts androids and cyborgs.  
 
5). This paragraph explains the theory of technological singularity. 
 
6). This paragraph explains a new procedure for clean up for  
      members of a robotics club. 
 
 
The answes for the appropriate title will vary. Accept all 
reasonable answers.  
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Name: _________________________________________________ 


Summary ABE Level A 


Directions: Read each passage. Highlight or underline necessary information. Write your summary. 
 


1. The English were not the first Europeans to land 


their ships on American soil. The Vikings had 


discovered North America in the 11th century. 


Columbus landed in the Bahamas in 1492 for 


Spain, and the French began expeditions to the 


New World in 1524. But the first English presence 


in North America is important because the thirteen 


English colonies that would later be established 


eventually became the country now known as the 


United States of America. 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


 


 


2. In April of 1585 Sir Walter Raleigh, under the 


authority of Queen Elizabeth of England, sent an 


expedition of seven ships carrying 600 men, half of 


them soldiers, to find an English colony in North 


America. The colony was to be used to establish an 


English presence in the New World as well as a 


base from which English privateers, or pirates, 


could attack and plunder Spanish treasure fleets. 


Raleigh’s cousin, Sir Richard Grenville, led the 


expedition. 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


 


3. In July of that year the bulk of the fleet reached a 


small island off the coast of Virginia that was 


called Roanoke. After building a small fort on the 


north side of the island, the colonists-initiated 


relations with a Native American tribe that lived on 


the island, the Aquascogoc. These natives showed 


little interest in building relations with the English 


colonists, and they soon parted company. After this 


encounter, however, the English noticed that one of 


their silver cups had gone missing, and they 


attributed its disappearance to the Aquascogoc. 


Grenville, the English captain, was furious. He 


believed that the Aquascogoc had stolen the silver 


cup. Whether or not this was true, angry exchanges 


followed and soon the English burned the 


Aquascogoc village. The English held their fort 


against the subsequent attacks of the natives.  


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


 


 


4. Despite their success in battle, the colonists had 


a miserable time because they were mainly soldiers 


and adventurers, not farmers. They were hungry. 


They missed the comforts of England, such as soft 


feather beds and dainty foods. Also, they had 


expected to find gold and silver on the island, and 


were disappointed when they found none. 


Grenville soon tired of these conditions and set out 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 


____________________________________________ 


 
____________________________________________ 


 







 


on his ship to plunder Spanish treasure fleets and 


return to England. The colony was gradually 


abandoned. 
 


 
 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


5. In 1587 Sir Walter Raleigh dispatched a 


further expedition of three ships and 150 


colonists, led by John White, to Roanoke. This 


time the expedition included women and 


children, including White’s pregnant daughter, 


Elenora. Shortly after they reached Roanoke, 


Elenora delivered a child whom they named 


Virginia. Virginia was the first English person 


born in America. But the English soon ran into 


more trouble with the Native Americans. A 


colonist named George Howe was killed by 


natives while searching for crabs alone on the 


beach. The colonists were scared. They 


persuaded White to sail back to England to ask 


Sir Walter Raleigh for help. White left behind 


114 colonists, including his daughter Elenora 


and granddaughter Virginia. 


 
 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


6. Unfortunately for White and the colonists, 


England was preparing for a naval war with 


Spain. All shipping from English ports was 


ceased. It took White three years to get his relief 


expedition back to Roanoke. When he returned 


in August of 1590, White found no sign of his 


daughter, granddaughter, or anyone else. They 


found three letters, “CRO,” carved on a tree and 


the full word, “CROATOAN,” on a nearby post. 


Possibly this referred to the Croatoan Island, 


which was nearby. White searched long and 


anxiously, but failed to find them.  


 
 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


__________________________________________ 


 


7. No further trace of the lost colony has ever 


been found. Sir Walter Raleigh himself searched 


for the colonists in 1595, and he sent another 


search-party in 1602, but nothing came of either 


attempt. To this day no one knows for certain 


what happened to the colonists.  


 
 


 







 


 
 


 
 


 
 


 


 
 


 
 


 


 
 


 
 


 
 


 


 
 


 
 


 


 
 


 
 


 
 


 


 
 


 
 


 


 
 


 
 


 
 


 


 
 


 
 


 


 
 


 
 


 
 


 


 
 


 
 


 


 


ANSWER KEY  
 


These are sample answers. Accept any similar answers.  
 


1). Other countries landed in America before England, but England’s colonies  
      grew into the United States of America.  
 
2). Sir Walter Raleigh started the first English colony to plunder Spanish treasure  
     ships.  
 
3). The English settlers at Roanoke got into a fight with the natives over a small  
      property dispute. The English burned their village and the natives attacked the  
      English fort. 
 
4). The English adventurers were disappointed with the New World and unfit  
      colonists. The colony was abandoned.  
 
5). Another group of English settlers was dispatched to Roanoke. They fought with  
     the natives. Leader john White left his family behind to get help. 
 
6). John White got stuck in England. When he returned the colonists, including his    
     family, had vanished. 
 
7). None of the colonists were ever seen again.  
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                          Name: _____________________________ 


Context Clues 2.3 ABE Level A 
 


Directions: Read each sentence and determine the meaning of the word using cross sentence clues or 


your prior knowledge.  Then, explain what clues in the sentence helped you determine the word meaning. 
 


1.  moderate: Jamie wants to keep the house spotless all of the time and Shannon is a total slob, but I am 


a bit more moderate about cleanliness.  
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 
 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 
 


 


2.  uncivil: Ladies, please stop the name calling.  There is no reason to act uncivil.  Let's discuss the 


problem. 


 


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 


 
 


3.  audible: A dog whistle makes a high-pitched sound that is only audible to dogs.  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 


 
 


4.  solemn: The mood in the church became very solemn when the bride began to walk down the aisle. 


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 


 
 


5.  disdain: She gives me this look of disdain ever since I shot up her dolls with my BB gun.  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 


 
 


6.  constitute: The eight golden triangles that Link must collect constitute the Triforce, which can grant 


wishes when it is assembled.   


 


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 


 


 







7.  vex: John felt bad about hitting his little sister, but he was so vexed when he saw her playing with his 


only Lance Power action figure that he lost his temper. 
   


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 


 
 


8.  incredulous: I wanted to give the new kid a chance, but when he started telling me that he could ride 


his skateboard on top of the telephone wires, all I could do was stare at him with an incredulous smirk.   
 


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 


 
 


9.  feign: Jane got it into her mind that she could get out of studying for any test just by feigning illness 


the night before the exam. 
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 


 
 


10.  symmetrical : Gordon wasn't sure that he cut out the shapes properly.  He was afraid that he might 


have made them uneven, but his teacher assured him that his shapes were perfectly symmetrical.  
 


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 


 
 


11.  gratified: Janine was gratified when the teacher used Janine's project as an example for other 


classes.  
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 


 


 
 


12.  discordant: The music teacher had difficulty tolerating the discordant noises produced by her 


kindergarten class. 
  


Definition: ___________________________________________________________________________ 


 


What clues in the sentence lead you to your definition? 
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Name: ______________________________ 


Figurative Language ABE Level A 
 


Directions: Read the lines of poetry. Slashes represent line breaks. Figure out which technique is being used: 


simile, metaphor, hyperbole, or personification. In the boxes, explain how you figured out your answer. It is 


possible that more than one technique is being used. If you can, explain each.  


 


1. He felt a graveyard wind go by 


Cold, cold as was his enemy. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


2. The morning wind arose 


And called across the world for day. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


3. She is dead and no longer able to 


Drink the wine of human love; 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


4. The storm shook the land with endless thunder. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


5. The pale moon like a petal 


Floats in the dusk of Spring, 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


6. Beautiful woman is she, 


 A woman whose autumn of life is here, 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 







Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


7. A mere frown from her would kill me. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


8. O my grey hairs! You are truly white as plum blossoms. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


9. The first dart of daybreak pierced the sky. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


10. Beauty walks in the woods waking flowers from wintry sleep,  
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


11. It seems much as if  


Sorrow had tripped up my heels. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


 


12. Each moment apart takes a year 


Till we reunite my dear. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 







How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


13. Our hearts are music-makers in the clouds! 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


14. Rest from weary laughter  


In the quiet arms of grief. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


15. If we understood, could we but draw back the curtains that surround each other's lives? 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


16. My good intent has fallen short like an arrow. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


17. The hungry students probably would have continued eating  


Right on through the lunch table had it not been for the bell.  
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


18. Footsteps fell as soft as fall  


The rose's petals on a dewy lawn, 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 







How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


19. Now the sun is laid to sleep. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


20. My heart was a silent sea after the storm. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


21. The fire-flames crooned a tiny song. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


22. Very old are the woods;  


And the buds that break  


Out of the brier's boughs,  


When March winds wake,  
 


Which technique is used? _____________________________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? 
(write a sentence explaining your answer) 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







ANSWER KEY 
 


Figurative Language ABE Level A 
 


Directions: Read the lines of poetry. Slashes represent line breaks. Figure out which technique is being used: 


simile, metaphor, hyperbole, or personification. In the boxes, explain how you figured out your answer. It is 


possible that more than one technique is being used. If you can, explain each.  


 


1. He felt a graveyard wind go by 


Cold, cold as was his enemy. 
 


Which technique is used?         SIMILE_____________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer) Because it compares his enemy to a graveyard wind using 


the word “as.” 
 


 


 


2. The morning wind arose 


And called across the world for day. 
 


Which technique is used? ____PERSONIFICATION___________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer) Because the wind is given the ability to arise and to call. 
 


 


 


 


3. She is dead and no longer able to 


Drink the wine of human love; 
 


Which technique is used? ___________METAPHOR______________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure?(write a sentence explaining your answer) Because it compares love to wine without using the word 


“like” or “as.” 
 


 


 


4. The storm shook the land with endless thunder. 
 


Which technique is used? ____________________ HYPERBOLE _______________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer)  Because it exaggerates the power of the thunder as well as 


the frequency. Surely the thunder must end sometime.  
 


 


 


5. The pale moon like a petal 


Floats in the dusk of Spring, 
 


Which technique is used? _____________ SIMILE _____________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer)  Because it compares the moon to a petal using the word 


“like.’ 
 


 


 


 


 







6. Beautiful woman is she, 


 A woman whose autumn of life is here, 
 


Which technique is used? _________ METAPHOR _______________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure?(write a sentence explaining your answer)  Because it compares the woman’s later life to autumn 


without using the words “like” or “as.” 
 


 


 


7. A mere frown from her would kill me. 
 


Which technique is used? ___________ HYPERBOLE ______________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure?  (write a sentence explaining your answer)  Because it is exaggerating the power of her facial 


expressions. 
 


 


 


8. O my grey hairs! You are truly white as plum blossoms. 
 


Which technique is used? ___________ SIMILE ____________________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer)  Because the speaker compares the color of his hair to 


plum blossoms using the word “as.” 
 


 


 


 


9. The first dart of daybreak pierced the sky. 
 


Which technique is used?                  METAPHOR ______________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer)  Because daybreak is compared to a dart. 
 


 


 


 


10. Beauty walks in the woods waking flowers from wintry sleep,  
 


Which technique is used?                PERSONIFICATION ___________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer)  Because beauty is given the ability to walk and flowers 


are given the ability to sleep.  
 


 


 


 


11. It seems much as if  


Sorrow had tripped up my heels. 
 


Which technique is used?                 PERSONIFICATION __________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer)  Because sorrow is given the ability to trip people. 
 


 


 


 


 


 







 


 


12. Each moment apart takes a year 


Till we reunite my dear. 
 


Which technique is used? __________HYPERBOLE______________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer) Because the speaker is exaggerating the length of each 


moment spent apart from his love. 
 


 


 


 


13. Our hearts are music-makers in the clouds! 
 


Which technique is used? __________METAPHOR ______________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer)  Because hearts are compared to music–makers.  
 


 


 


 


14. Rest from weary laughter  


In the quiet arms of grief. 
 


Which technique is used? ____________ PERSONIFICATION ___________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer) Because grief is given arms and the quality of quietness. 
 


 


 


15. If we understood, could we but draw back the curtains that surround each other's lives? 
 


Which technique is used? _______________ METAPHOR ___________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer) Because privacy is implicitly compared to curtains 


surrounding our lives. 
 


 


 


16. My good intent has fallen short like an arrow. 
 


Which technique is used? _________________ SIMILE ______________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer) Because the speaker compares his good intent to an arrow 


using the word “like.” 
 


 


 


17. The hungry students probably would have continued eating  


Right on through the lunch table had it not been for the bell.  
 


Which technique is used? ________________ HYPERBOLE ________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer) Because it exaggerates how much the students would have 


eaten. They probably wouldn’t eat the table for real.  
 


 


 







 


 


 


 


18. Footsteps fell as soft as fall  


The rose's petals on a dewy lawn, 
 


Which technique is used? _____________ SIMILE _______________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer)  Because the speaker compares footsteps to rosepetals. 
 


 


 


 


19. Now the sun is laid to sleep. 
 


Which technique is used? ___________ PERSONIFICATION _________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer) Because the sun is given the ability to sleep.  
 


 


 


 


20. My heart was a silent sea after the storm. 
 


Which technique is used? _____________ METAPHOR ___________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer) Because the speaker compares his or her heart to a sea 


without using the words “like” or “as.” 
 


 


 


 


21. The fire-flames crooned a tiny song. 
 


Which technique is used? __________ PERSONIFICATION ___________________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer) Because the flames croon or sing. 
 


 


 


 


22. Very old are the woods;  


And the buds that break  


Out of the brier's boughs,  


When March winds wake,  
 


Which technique is used? _____________ PERSONIFICATION __________________________ 
Simile, Metaphor, Personification, or Hyperbole 
 


How do you figure? (write a sentence explaining your answer)  Because the March winds are given the ability to awaken. 
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            Name: _____________________ 


Pain Relievers (Science) Comprehension ABE Level A 


Directions: Read the information taken from the pain reliever bottles and answer the questions.   
 


 


Medicine A - Aspirin 
 


Drug Facts 
______________________________________________________________________________ 


Active  ingredient               Purpose 
(in each tablet) 
                                                 Pain reliever/ 
Aspirin 325 mg ……………...   fever reducer 


 


Uses 
provides temporary relief of  
■ headache   ■ pain and fever of colds 
■ toothache   ■ menstrual pain 
■ muscle pain 
■ minor pain of arthritis 


Warnings      
Reye’s syndrome:  Children and 
teenagers who have or are recovering from 
chicken pox or flu-like symptoms should not 
use this product.  When using this product, if 
changes in behavior with nausea and 
vomiting occur, consult a doctor because 
these symptoms could be an early sign of 
Reye’s syndrome, a rare but serious illness. 


Alcohol warning:  If you consume 3 or 
more alcoholic drinks every day, ask your 
doctor whether you should take aspirin or 
other pain relievers/fever reducers.  Aspirin 
may cause stomach bleeding. 


Ask a doctor before use if you have 
■ asthma  ■ stomach problems that persist 


or recur  ■ ulcers  ■ bleeding problems 
______________________________________________________________________________ 


Stop use and ask a doctor if 
■ pain worsens or lasts more than 10 days 


■ fever worsens or lasts more than 3 days 


■ new symptoms occur 
■ redness or swelling is presents 


■ ringing in the ears or loss of hearing occurs 


 


Directions      
■ adults: 1 to 2 tablets with water.  Dosage 
may be repeated every 4 hours, not to 
exceed 12 tablets in 24 hours. 


■ children under 12: consult a doctor. 
 


Medicine B – Acetaminophen 
 


Drug Facts 
______________________________________________________________________________ 


Active  ingredient               Purpose 
(in each gelcap) 
                                                 Pain reliever/ 
Acetaminophen 500 mg …...   fever reducer 


 


Uses 
■ temporarily relieves minor aches and 
pains due to headache, muscular aches, 
backache, the common cold, toothache, 
menstrual cramps, minor pain of arthritis  
■ temporarily reduces fever 


Warnings      
Alcohol warning:  If you consume 3 or 
more alcoholic drinks every day, ask your 
doctor whether you should take 
acetaminophen or other pain relievers/fever 
reducers.  Acetaminophen may cause liver 
damage. 
Overdose warning:  Taking more than 
the recommend dose (overdose) may cause 
liver damage.  In case of overdose, get 
medical help or contact a Poison Control 
Center right away.  Quick medical attention 
is critical for adults as well as for children 
even if you do not notice any signs or 
symptoms. 


Directions      
■ do not take more than directed (see 
overdose warning) 
■ adults and children 12 years and over: 
take 2 gelcaps every 4 to 6 hours as 
needed.  Do not take more than 8 gelcaps in 
24 hours. 
■ children under 12 years: do not use this 
adult Extra Strength product in children 
under 12 years of age; this will provide more 
than the recommended dose (overdose) of 
acetaminophen and may cause liver 
damage. 


 


 


 


 







1.  Which medicine relieves pain from toothaches? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


2.  Which medicine should not be used by children recovering from chicken pox or flu-like 


symptoms?  
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


3.  Which medicine comes in gelcaps? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


4.  Which medicine comes in a 400 mg single dose? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


5.  Which medicine may cause stomach bleeding if taken with alcohol? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


6.  What is the maximum recommended dose of medicine A, aspirin, that an adult may take in a 


24-hour period?  
 


a.  2 tablets            b.  4 tablets            c.  8 tablets     d.  12 tablets 
 


7.  Which medicine may cause liver damage if it is misused? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


8.  Which medicine should not be taken by people who consume more than three alcoholic 


drinks a day without consulting a doctor? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


9.  A person with asthma should talk to a doctor before taking which medicine? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


10.  How often may an adult take 1 to 2 tables of medicine A, the aspirin? 
 


a.  Every 2 hours        b.  Every 4 hours           c.  Every 6 hours    d.  Every 24 hours 
 


11.  What is the maximum recommended dose of medicine B, acetaminophen, that an adult may 


take in a 24-hour period?  
 


a.  2 gelcaps            b.  4 gelcaps            c.  6 gelcaps     d.  8 gelcaps 
 


12.  Which medicine may cause liver damage in a child less than 12 years of age? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


13.  Which medicine may be used to relieve minor pain from arthritis?  
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


14.  Which medicine should a child less than 12 years of age take without speaking to a doctor?  
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


15.  Which medicine can be used to temporarily relieve pain and fever? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  







 1.  Which medicine relieves pain from toothaches?               (ANSWER KEY)                       
  


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


2.  Which medicine should not be used by children recovering from chicken pox or flu-like 


symptoms?  
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


3.  Which medicine comes in gelcaps? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


4.  Which medicine comes in a 400 mg single dose? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


5.  Which medicine may cause stomach bleeding if taken with alcohol? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


6.  What is the maximum recommended dose of medicine A, aspirin, that an adult may take in a 


24-hour period?  
 


a.  2 tablets            b.  4 tablets            c.  8 tablets     d.  12 tablets 
 


7.  Which medicine may cause liver damage if it is misused? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


8.  Which medicine should not be taken by people who consume more than three alcoholic 


drinks a day without consulting a doctor? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


9.  A person with asthma should talk to a doctor before taking which medicine? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


10.  How often may an adult take 1 to 2 tables of medicine A, the aspirin? 
 


a.  Every 2 hours        b.  Every 4 hours           c.  Every 6 hours    d.  Every 24 hours 
 


11.  What is the maximum recommended dose of medicine B, acetaminophen, that an adult may 


take in a 24-hour period?  
 


a.  2 gelcaps            b.  4 gelcaps            c.  6 gelcaps     d.  8 gelcaps 
 


12.  Which medicine may cause liver damage in a child less than 12 years of age? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


13.  Which medicine may be used to relieve minor pain from arthritis?  
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


14.  Which medicine should a child less than 12 years of age take without speaking to a doctor?  
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
 


15.  Which medicine can be used to temporarily relieve pain and fever? 
 


a.  Aspirin             b.  Acetaminophen           c.  Both medicines    d.  Neither medicine  
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Text Structure Comprehension  ABE Level A  
 


Direction: read each passage and identify how the information is being organized. Choose the 


response that best describes how the text is structured. 


 


1. Are you a musician? Would you like to connect with other music makers? You’ve got choices 


when it comes to musical programs at Morton University. If you join the marching band, you’ll 


play in front of thousands at our football games. If you join the jazz band, you’ll play at our 


dances and elite alumni events. Each of these programs can help you become a better musician. 


The jazz band is a little smaller than the marching band but there is more room for improvisation. 


Of course, if you join the marching band, you’ll get to wear a cool cape. The choice is yours. 
 


a. Cause and Effect   b. Compare and Contrast  c. Chronological 


d. Problem and Solution  e. Sequence 


 


2. When you first get your instrument, the amount of work that it takes to learn to play well may 


discourage you from trying at all, but don’t give up! There are many ways that you can improve 


your playing. You can take lessons, you can learn to play with a friend, or you can join your 


school’s music program. These approaches may help, but the most important thing that you can 


do is to stick with it. Practice playing your instrument every day and you will learn how your 


instrument works. Once you know your instrument, you’ll be able to make playing look easy. 
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. Chronological 


d. Cause and Effect   e. Sequence 


 


3. A mute is an object that is fitted to the end of a brass instrument to change the instrument’s 


sound and tone. Mutes can be made from many materials but aluminum, brass, and copper are 


common. A mute works by changing the shape of the instrument and absorbing its acoustic 


vibrations. This causes the instrument to produce a sharp, damp sound. Mutes are often used in 


jazz music but sometimes they are called for in other compositions as well. 
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. Chronological 


d. Cause and Effect   e. Sequence 


 


4. Louis Armstrong was born to a poor family in Louisiana. He grew up in a rough neighborhood 


under the care of his grandmother and uncle. Armstrong learned to play trumpet by ear at age 11. 


After getting arrested for firing a gun in the air while celebrating New Year’s Eve, he was sent to 


a juvenile correctional house. He received musical instruction while he was detained, and 


Armstrong soon led the intuition’s band. Armstrong would go on to change the face of jazz. 
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Cause and Effect   c. Chronological 


d. Compare and Contrast  e. Sequence 


 


5. For better or worse, the Internet changed the music industry. The Internet allowed people to 


share music with friends and strangers around the world. With no laws to regulate online music 


sharing, many consumers downloaded music for free instead of paying for it. Consequently, the 


music industry made less money and a lot of artists suffered; however, the Internet also brought 


new talent to the market. Before the Internet, artists had to sign with labels to break through. 


These labels acted like gatekeepers, but the Internet allowed artists to record and distribute 


albums and videos by themselves. The Internet continues to change the music industry. 
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. Chronological 


d. Cause and Effect   e. Sequence 







6. Some people like to listen to music while they do their homework, but others find it to be a 


distraction. So, what happens in a period like study hall, when there is a mixture of people who 


like to listen to music and those who prefer silence? That’s what headphones are for. If you listen 


to music at a reasonable volume on a pair of noise cancelling headphones, even a person 


studying next to you silently won’t hear it. With a little consideration, everybody can be happy. 
  


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. Chronological 


d. Sequence    e. Cause and Effect 
 


7. What would jazz be without a swinging brass section? One of the signature instruments of the 


jazz band is the trumpet. Trumpet players change notes by positioning their fingers in different 


ways on the instrument’s valves. Another swinging instrument used in jazz bands is the 


trombone. Trombone players change notes by moving the instrument’s slide into various 


positions. Each of these instruments contributes in different ways: trumpets can play higher notes 


but trombones can play richer low notes. Most jazz bands have both. 
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. Chronological 


d. Spatial    e. Cause and Effect 
 


8. Can you make a raspberry noise with your lips? If you can then you can play the trumpet. Of 


course, learning to play the trumpet well takes years, but you can pick one up and make a noise 


with it today. Just connect the mouthpiece to the end of the instrument. Hold the instrument close 


to your lips so as to make an airtight connection between your lips and the mouthpiece. Purse 


your lips tightly and blow a raspberry sound. The instrument should produce a sound. Try 


closing the valves with your fingers in different combinations to produce a range of sounds.  
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. Sequence 


d. Chronological   e. Cause and Effect 
 


9. People know me as a musician today, but it took years of dedication to get here. Since I was 


six years old, I have played for the church. When I was in the 4th grade, I joined the school band. 


I played with the school all the way through college, and after college I started working as a 


studio musician for a TV show. After years in the industry, I made the connections that I needed 


to get my current gig. There are many ways to become a musician, but none of them are easy.  
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. sequence/process 


d. Chronological   e. Cause and Effect 
 


Matching: match the definition to the term and shade in the appropriate bubble. 
 


10. An action and its results are discussed 
 


11. Information is organized in order of time 
 


12. A difficulty is described, and an answer is offered 


a. Chronological 
 


b. Problem and Solution 
 


c. Sequence 
 


d. Cause and Effect  


  
13. Differences and similarities of two or more things are discussed 
 


14. Explains how something happens or is done, step-by-step 
 


15. Describes how something looks or the arrangement of a space 


 


a. Cause and Effect 
 


b. Spatial 
 


c. Compare and Contrast 
 


d. Sequence 
 


 
 







 


Text Structure Comprehension  ABE Level A   ANSWER KEY 
 


Direction: read each passage and identify how the information is being organized. Choose the 


response that best describes how the text is structured. 


 


1. Are you a musician? Would you like to connect with other music makers? You’ve got choices 


when it comes to musical programs at Morton University. If you join the marching band, you’ll 


play in front of thousands at our football games. If you join the jazz band, you’ll play at our 


dances and elite alumni events. Each of these programs can help you become a better musician. 


The jazz band is a little smaller than the marching band but there is more room for improvisation. 


Of course, if you join the marching band, you’ll get to wear a cool cape. The choice is yours. 
 


a. Cause and Effect   b. Compare and Contrast  c. Chronological 


d. Problem and Solution  e. Sequence 


 


2. When you first get your instrument, the amount of work that it takes to learn to play well may 


discourage you from trying at all, but don’t give up! There are many ways that you can improve 


your playing. You can take lessons, you can learn to play with a friend, or you can join your 


school’s music program. These approaches may help, but the most important thing that you can 


do is to stick with it. Practice playing your instrument every day and you will learn how your 


instrument works. Once you know your instrument, you’ll be able to make playing look easy. 
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. Chronological 


d. Cause and Effect   e. Sequence 


 


3. A mute is an object that is fitted to the end of a brass instrument to change the instrument’s 


sound and tone. Mutes can be made from many materials, but aluminum, brass, and copper are 


common. A mute works by changing the shape of the instrument and absorbing its acoustic 


vibrations. This causes the instrument to produce a sharp, damp sound. Mutes are often used in 


jazz music but sometimes they are called for in other compositions as well. 
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. Chronological 


d. Cause and Effect   e. Sequence 


 


4. Louis Armstrong was born to a poor family in Louisiana. He grew up in a rough neighborhood 


under the care of his grandmother and uncle. Armstrong learned to play trumpet by ear at age 11. 


After getting arrested for firing a gun in the air while celebrating New Year’s Eve, he was sent to 


a juvenile correctional house. He received musical instruction while he was detained, and 


Armstrong soon led the intuition’s band. Armstrong would go on to change the face of jazz. 
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Cause and Effect   c. Chronological 


d. Compare and Contrast  e. Sequence 


 


5. For better or worse, the Internet changed the music industry. The Internet allowed people to 


share music with friends and strangers around the world. With no laws to regulate online music 


sharing, many consumers downloaded music for free instead of paying for it. Consequently, the 


music industry made less money and a lot of artists suffered; however, the Internet also brought 


new talent to the market. Before the Internet, artists had to sign with labels to break through. 


These labels acted like gatekeepers, but the Internet allowed artists to record and distribute 


albums and videos by themselves. The Internet continues to change the music industry. 
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. Chronological 


d. Cause and Effect   e. Sequence 







6. Some people like to listen to music while they do their homework, but others find it to be a 


distraction. So, what happens in a period like study hall, when there is a mixture of people who 


like to listen to music and those who prefer silence? That’s what headphones are for. If you listen 


to music at a reasonable volume on a pair of noise cancelling headphones, even a person 


studying next to you silently won’t hear it. With a little consideration, everybody can be happy. 
  


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. Chronological 


d. Sequence    e. Cause and Effect 
 


7. What would jazz be without a swinging brass section? One of the signature instruments of the 


jazz band is the trumpet. Trumpet players change notes by positioning their fingers in different 


ways on the instrument’s valves. Another swinging instrument used in jazz bands is the 


trombone. Trombone players change notes by moving the instrument’s slide into various 


positions. Each of these instruments contributes in different ways: trumpets can play higher notes 


but trombones can play richer low notes. Most jazz bands have both. 
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. Chronological 


d. Spatial    e. Cause and Effect 
 


8. Can you make a raspberry noise with your lips? If you can then you can play the trumpet. Of 


course, learning to play the trumpet well takes years, but you can pick one up and make a noise 


with it today. Just connect the mouthpiece to the end of the instrument. Hold the instrument close 


to your lips so as to make an airtight connection between your lips and the mouthpiece. Purse 


your lips tightly and blow a raspberry sound. The instrument should produce a sound. Try 


closing the valves with your fingers in different combinations to produce a range of sounds.  
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. Sequence 


d. Chronological   e. Cause and Effect 
 


9. People know me as a musician today, but it took years of dedication to get here. Since I was 


six years old, I have played for the church. When I was in the 4th grade, I joined the school band. 


I played with the school all the way through college, and after college I started working as a 


studio musician for a TV show. After years in the industry, I made the connections that I needed 


to get my current gig. There are many ways to become a musician, but none of them are easy.  
 


a. Problem and Solution  b. Compare and Contrast  c. sequence/process 


d. Chronological   e. Cause and Effect 
 


Matching: match the definition to the term and shade in the appropriate bubble. 
 


10. An action and its results are discussed (b) 
 


11. Information is organized in order of time (a) 
 


12. A difficulty is described and an answer is offered (b) 


a. Chronological 


b. Problem and Solution 


c. Sequence 


d. Cause and Effect  


  
13. Differences and similarities of two or more things are discussed 


(a) 


14. Explains how something happens or is done, step-by-step 


(d) 


15. Describes how something looks or the arrangement of a space 


(b) 


a. Cause and Effect 


b. Spatial 


c. Compare and Contrast 


d. Sequence 


 
 






image10.emf
Analyze Point of  View Level A.pdf


Analyze Point of View Level A.pdf









image11.emf
Analyze Point of  View 2 Level A.pdf


Analyze Point of View 2 Level A.pdf













image12.emf
Nonfiction Reading  Comprehension Level A.pdf


Nonfiction Reading Comprehension Level A.pdf


         Name: _____________________________ 


Nonfiction Reading Comprehension #1 ABE Level A 


 


Garbage 
 


Directions: Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow. Refer to 


the text to check your answers when appropriate. 
 


Garbage cans are not magical portals. Trash 


does not disappear when you toss it in a can. 


Yet, the average American throws away an 


estimated 1,600 pounds of waste each year. If 


there are no magic garbage fairies, where 


does all that trash go? There are four methods 


to managing waste: recycling, landfilling, 


composting, and incinerating. Each method 


has its strengths and weaknesses.  Let's take a 


quick look at each. 
 


Recycling is the process of turning waste into 


new materials. For example, used paper can 


be turned into paperboard, which can be used 


to make book covers. Recycling can reduce 


pollution, save materials, and lower energy 


use. Yet, some argue that recycling wastes 


energy. They believe that collecting, 


processing, and converting waste uses more 


energy than it saves. Still, most people agree 


that recycling is better for the planet than 


landfilling. 
 


Landfilling is the oldest method of managing 


waste. In its simplest form, landfilling is 


when people bury garbage in a hole. Over 


time the practice of landfilling has advanced. 


Garbage is compacted before it is thrown into 


the hole. In this way more garbage can fit in 


each landfill. Large liners are placed in the 


bottom of landfills so that toxic garbage juice 


doesn't get into the ground water. Sadly, these 


liners don't always work. Landfills may 


pollute the local water supply. Not to mention 


that all of that garbage stinks. Nobody wants 


to live next to a landfill. This makes it hard to 


find new locations for landfills.  


As landfill space increases, interest in 


composting grows. Compositing is when 


people pile up organic matter, such as food 


waste, and allow it to decompose. The 


product of this decomposition is compost. 


Compost can be added to the soil to make the 


soil richer and better for growing crops. 


While composting is easy to do onsite 


somewhere, like home or school, it's hard to 


do after the garbage gets all mixed up. This is 


because plastic and other inorganic materials 


must be removed from the compost pile or 


they will pollute the soil. There's a lot of 


plastic in garbage, which makes it hard to 


compost on a large scale. 
 


One thing that is easier to do is burning 


garbage. There are two main ways to 


incinerate waste. The first is to create or 


harvest a fuel from the waste, such as 


methane gas, and burn the fuel. The second is 


to burn the waste directly. The heat from the 


incineration process can boil water, which 


can power steam generators. Unfortunately, 


burning garbage pollutes the air. Also, some 


critics worry that incinerators destroy 


valuable resources that could be recycled.  
 


Usually, the community in which you live 


manages waste. Once you put your garbage in 


that can, what happens to it is beyond your 


control. But you can make choices while it is 


still in your possession. You can choose to 


recycle, you can choose to compost, or you 


can choose to let someone else deal with it. 


The choice is yours. 


 


 







 


1. Which best explains why the author begins the text by talking about magical garbage fairies? 
 


a. He is putting a common misconception to rest. 
 


b. He is trying to get the reader's attention. 
 


c. He is addressing his concern in a serious way. 
 


d. He is supporting his argument with evidence. 


 
2. Which best defines the meaning of incineration as it is used in the text? 
 


a. To bury waste materials in a large hole 
 


b. To allow waste products to decompose and become fertilizer 
 


c. To burn waste materials and harvest the energy 
 


d. To turn waste materials into products like book covers 


 
3. Which was not cited in the third paragraph as an issue with landfilling? 
 


a. Landfills are smelly.    b. Usable materials are wasted in landfills. 
 


c. Landfills may pollute the water supply. d. It is difficult to find locations for landfills. 


 
4. Which conclusion could best be supported with text from the passage? 
 


a. Each method of waste management has its drawbacks. 
 


b. Recycling is without a doubt the best way to handle waste. 
 


c. Incineration is the best way to process waste. 
 


d. All large cities should create massive compost piles. 


 
5. Which best expresses the main idea of the fourth paragraph? 
 


a. Landfills take up a lot of space. 
 


b. Composting is good for the soil but it can be hard to do. 
 


c. The process of composting is very complicated and scientific. 
 


d. There is a lot of plastic garbage in landfills.  


 
6. Which best expresses the meaning of the word compacted as it is used in the third paragraph? 
 


a. Garbage is burned before it is thrown in a hole. 
 


b. Garbage is put in trucks before it is thrown in a hole.  
 


c. Garbage is crushed smaller before it is thrown in a hole. 
 


d. Garbage is put in a can before it is thrown in a hole. 


 
 


 


 


 


 







7. Which best expresses the author's main purpose in writing this? 
 


a. To convince readers to recycle and compost 
 


b. To persuade readers that recycling is a waste of resources 
 


c. To compare and contrast recycling and landfilling 
 


d. To inform readers of methods of waste management 


 


8. Which is not included in this text? 
 


a. A description of how trash is collected 
 


b. A description of the uses of compost 
 


c. A description of the two methods of incinerating trash 
 


d. A description of how landfills have advanced over time 


 
9. Which best explains why composting is not feasible on a large scale? 
 


a. People wouldn't want to touch all of that gross rotting food. 
 


b. It would smell too bad in densely populated cities. 
 


c. It would attract rodents that would spread disease. 
 


d. Plastic would get into the compost and turn it into a pollutant.  


 
10. Which title best expresses the main idea of this text? 
 


a. The Magic of Recycling: Bringing Back What Was Once Lost 
 


b. Methods of Waste Management: Pros and Cons 
 


c. Recycling, Landfilling, or Composting: Which is Best For You? 
 


d. Do Your Part: How to Save the Earth by Recycling and Composting 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 







 


ANSWER KEY 
 


1. Which best explains why the author begins the text by talking about magical garbage fairies? 
 


a. He is putting a common misconception to rest. 
 


b. He is trying to get the reader's attention. 
 


c. He is addressing his concern in a serious way. 
 


d. He is supporting his argument with evidence. 


 
2. Which best defines the meaning of incineration as it is used in the text? 
 


a. To bury waste materials in a large hole 
 


b. To allow waste products to decompose and become fertilizer 
 


c. To burn waste materials and harvest the energy 
 


d. To turn waste materials into products like book covers 


 
3. Which was not cited in the third paragraph as an issue with landfilling? 
 


a. Landfills are smelly.    b. Usable materials are wasted in landfills. 
 


c. Landfills may pollute the water supply. d. It is difficult to find locations for landfills. 


 
4. Which conclusion could best be supported with text from the passage? 
 


a. Each method of waste management has its drawbacks. 
 


b. Recycling is without a doubt the best way to handle waste. 
 


c. Incineration is the best way to process waste. 
 


d. All large cities should create massive compost piles. 


 
5. Which best expresses the main idea of the fourth paragraph? 
 


a. Landfills take up a lot of space. 
 


b. Composting is good for the soil but it can be hard to do. 
 


c. The process of composting is very complicated and scientific. 
 


d. There is a lot of plastic garbage in landfills.  


 
6. Which best expresses the meaning of the word compacted as it is used in the third paragraph? 
 


a. Garbage is burned before it is thrown in a hole. 
 


b. Garbage is put in trucks before it is thrown in a hole.  
 


c. Garbage is crushed smaller before it is thrown in a hole. 
 


d. Garbage is put in a can before it is thrown in a hole. 


 
 


 


 







7. Which best expresses the author's main purpose in writing this? 
 


a. To convince readers to recycle and compost 
 


b. To persuade readers that recycling is a waste of resources 
 


c. To compare and contrast recycling and landfilling 
 


d. To inform readers of methods of waste management 


 


8. Which is not included in this text? 
 


a. A description of how trash is collected 
 


b. A description of the uses of compost 
 


c. A description of the two methods of incinerating trash 
 


d. A description of how landfills have advanced over time 


 
9. Which best explains why composting is not feasible on a large scale? 
 


a. People wouldn't want to touch all of that gross rotting food. 
 


b. It would smell too bad in densely populated cities. 
 


c. It would attract rodents that would spread disease. 
 


d. Plastic would get into the compost and turn it into a pollutant.  


 
10. Which title best expresses the main idea of this text? 
 


a. The Magic of Recycling: Bringing Back What Was Once Lost 
 


b. Methods of Waste Management: Pros and Cons 
 


c. Recycling, Landfilling, or Composting: Which is Best For You? 
 


d. Do Your Part: How to Save the Earth by Recycling and Compost 


 


 


 






image13.jpeg




